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¥ as much as possible. Without
ologist's couch, and talking over
&I lines to a hotel room in Detroit, we had
to make-do.

Mr. Danzig was surprisingly cooperative
during this conversation, responding usually
with a quick, short answer and often tead-
ing the discussion into areas that at first
seemed inconceivable. A lot has been made
of the band’s Metallica connection, and
Glenn handled that one first. ‘I remember

being at a CMJ convention a few years ago;

and a friend of mine told me that:a couple

of guys wanted to meet me. It was right af-

ter Metallica had toured with Vienom,.before
Ride the Lightning came out. James and
Cliff came by to talk. Now | get together with
the guys whenever they are in town. Kirk
writes me letters once in awhile.” .
The connection goes a little farther than
that, as many magazines have captured
James Heffield wearing Samhain or Misfits

Tshirts in performance. Ever since M'etalli- .

ca covered “Last Caress/Green Hell” o

their Garage Days EP, even more attentron
has been focused on Glenn:Danzig-—hardly
a curse as more, and more bands try to
break out in an already, crowded market-

place. I like the way.James writes,” Glefin

admitted. “*His lyrics aren’t aboutstupid stuff.
He never wirites shit like, ‘lawanna rock and
roll all night and party every day.”” When
confronted With the statement that the music

by Danzig and Metdllica could hardly be: «
more different, Glenn’s response was filled

with -a.little chuckle... That's funny, James
thinks our stuff is the same’* When'told that
Metallica had been playing ‘‘Mother’*in
souridcheck ontheir tour, e ariswered by
saying, ¥ That's cool It was.also {00 great
‘a"temptation to telay a quote attributed to
Kirk Hammett, during theMonsters of Rack
tour Tast year. According to Kirk, Metallica
had reservationsiabout:covering the Dan-
zig sengs from-the EP live, thinkingthat the
audience might not-be.into it. When “Last
Caress/Green Hell” went down killer day af-
ter day;:it forced James to blurt out @s he
walked offistage, “‘Damn, Lwish | wrote that
song!’:to laughs from the other Metallimen.

With most of the:compliments.and clever

' stories‘out of the way, it was time to dig at -

the_Danzig persona.. To many, his.musical
tone and lyrical style seem.very dark and
brooding. “Not atall,” he said. “kiden’t see
the stories | tell or the themes. | sing about

as dark atall. o me it's just what theworld

- is all about. It's reality. Peoplewho see it as
dark are just fools-anyways, because you
can't have life without death. Without bad

there is no good. The opposites have to ex-
ist, and you might as well accept the world™

the way itls, because you can't:control 1he
away it was set up.”’
Theseiare strong words from someone

with a unigue vision, who ‘may have been

typecast too quickly by.journalists who only
see the shaded sideof his reality.
as fascinated by Gaelic and Celtic. cuﬁures
as people think | am,.Glean reiterated.,. |
studied it [he also chose the name Samhain
for his band, which is a Celtic holiday:for the
36 . i

‘'m not -

" dead generally celebrated on November 1st
that was basically stolen as a holiday by the ~
-.Christians and is remarkably similarto what
is now Halloween], but | am also interested
“in many othier things as well. I've read about

do will:éome back to you threefold, and if

_you don't fearwhat is bad, youwill be con-

demned to return ever and over again be-
fore you reach salvation. | find subjects like
that interesting, as well as the missing chap:
ters that were taken from the Biblein the ear-
ly days that weuld cast a completely different
light on Christianity if people, were exposed
toithem today” Those same chapters, which
tell of Christ’s adventures, weren't as pure
as the edited_manuscripts that finally be-
came the Bible as it is'aceepted-now. They

_ alsa indicate how history can be twisted to

adhere to certain views that historians feel
compelled to contral. The final verse of
“Twist of Cain” challenges this storytelling
technique by showing what many feel is
both sides.of the same legend.

Glenn came to these redlizations through
‘a personal search and education that con-

tinued :beyond the mandatory public’
schools.
true crime, to martyrs, psychrcs telekinetic

“| read a lot. My taste varies from

stuffetrue history, to'gemic books." Comic
books? ‘‘Yeah,? hie said, laughing slightly, “l

" |ike Animal Man, Batman--the congept be-

hind it—Big Daddy Roth stuff. | also love TV.

{"knowa lot of people don't like TV, but it+

glves you the:world at your flngertrps, even

5, lf it is misused a bit." :
lt's easy to interpret Glenn Danzrg as a

_pot that is sprnmng the other way. He may

drfferent relrgrons and how they.are interpret-+
.ed. In some Eastern religions whatever you

’ me along time to get thigtogether,” he said.

eompﬁcated man twirling his spoon ina brg

also be Just as simple and-direct as man
think.he is mischievous. A
conceived the;jarbum‘desrgns fo

bands A cunning s gwnter he wrote most
ofthie songs yous hear on the albums hes

been involved in and’played much of the

guitars until he found this righteous band in
time for the Def Amerlcay_release When
asked ifthe had to swing any deals to get
the musicians hié neede
“Nope. | didn’'t have to steal anybed
another band. They were-all availabl
ready to work.’ This same Bfltal honesty ©
also Heads  to many of the reasoms why:

Glenn Danzigis at the level hess. “It"took

“He also welcomed the help of producer
Rick Rubin, who got his two cenfs i
say Rick had about 25% input on the
record,” @lenn admitted. “We listened to
what he had to say and if we didn't like it,
we didn't Userit. But then anything he offered
that we liked, we used?’ Itmay be more.tharn:
casual lGuriosity“to wonder why e Rubin

“Was so interested’in getting.involved: with.,

Danzrg First he took the tire @ pursue Slay-

took a fancy toithe Cutt prevrously know ’
Now he is work-

ing wrth Masters of Reamy andggon with

Trouble A very lnterestlng metal roster, te say

very well.

There is more to the Rubn connectlon




2
o
3
x
2
=
53

the time to divulge some studio details. “We
over-recorded,” he confessed. ‘| recorded
one song that is an acoustic.song. I'm not
really playing; I'm banging on the guitar.and
singing aloeng in a voodoo juju kind of way.

ONUM HUELT

Rick has it in the can. He can release it if
he wants too. There‘are also a couple more
songs sitting there that we didn’t put out. |
write a [ot of songs, and | throw away a lot
of songs”

More mystery is added to the equation,
as any serious:Danzig fan would have to
wonder what Glenn would sound like enter-
Ing voodoo land with only a guitar that he
may not play properly. It all adds to the
legend that is building. Glenn Danzig casts
shadow and light from a perspective that is
unique and interesting, but also very occult-
ish. Unlike many who would or could be la-
beled easily, it is not a shallow dig to find
out where his head is really at. Sometimes
he says things that are seemingly universal,
and other times he says things that cut
across the accepted standards and are bla-
tantly blasphemous. ““| really don’t pay much
attention to what is going on,” Glenn says.
“Unless | hear something | like, | won't listen
to much.” Many musicians practice the
same philosophy, absorbing all they can
while learning, then not paying much atten-

(continued on page 97)




