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Horror Horror on the W

By JON PARELES

Glenn Dar sounds a little scari-
er than he looks. His voice is a deep
baritone, full of portentous Jim Mor-
rison mannerisms, and his song
take up Satanism, death, sadomas-
ochism and nearly everything else
he could glean from old Black Sab-
bath records. “I am a walking
screaming hell/A thing of torture to
behold”” he vowed as his band, Dan-
zig, started its set on Monday night
at a sold-out Roseland. Actually, he
was a stocky, long-haired 35-year-old
man with Elvis Presley sideburns,
black jeans, cowboy boots and a rub-
ber top that might have come from a
wet suit, doing his best to glower as
seriously as his songs required.
Mr. Danzig first made his reputa-
tion in the 1970’s leading the Misfits,
a punk band with a horror-movie
fixation. Danzig is actually more old-
fashioned; it draws on the blues-rock
and heavy metal that punk-rock
wanted to shake up. The four-man
band — with John Christ on guitar,
Eerie Von on bass and Joey
on drums — is breathtakingly
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Danzig proficiently taps into the
high school alienation market, which
is thrilled by glimpses of dark
pul jects. Ever
years, young fans need new favorites
as older siblings’ idols grow stale.
Mr. Danzig’s gift lies in making
broad, but not too specific, hints of
dreadful scenarios. He sings in a
self-important croon, not the harsh
bark of many rock doom-mongers,
and he draws a sizable female fol-
lowing as well as traditionally male
heavy-metal fans. In the band’s big
hit, “Mother,” Mr. Danzig sets him-
self up as a pinup for adolescent
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